Summary. Spermatozoa were found in a para-aortic lymph node 1 year after vasectomy in a man undergoing laparotomy. Such access of spermatozoa to the lymph nodes is one route by which autosensitization against spermatozoa could arise.
Introduction
The production of auto-antibodies against spermatozoa is a well-recognized sequel of vasectomy in man and other animals and occurs spontaneously in a small percentage of infertile men (Rümke & Hellinga, 1959) . The mechanism by which such auto-immunity occurs is unknown. This paper describes the hitherto unreported finding of spermatozoa in an abdominal lymph node of a vasectomized man.
Observations
A 32-year-old male had recently noticed a lump in the neck and biopsy ofa cervical lymph node had shown lymphocyte-predominant Hodgkin's disease, a malignant lymphoproliferative disorder (Symmers, 1978 King, 1956 ). The present case clearly demonstrates that spermatozoa may enter the lymph and reach regional nodes. Although the left testis was atrophie clinically, the spermatozoa may have been derived from the right side since some testicular lymphatic vessels cross the midline in a proportion of normal men (McBrien, Edwards & Kinmonth, 1972) . Most of the spermatozoa were free within the lymph node sinuses but some had already been phagocytosed. The fact that such phagocytosis occurs rapidly in vitro and is followed by sperm disintegration over the course of a few days (Ball & Mitchinson, 1977) implies that the spermatozoa must have arrived in the node relatively recently. However, immunological abnormalities are present in Hodgkin's disease (Symmers, 1978 ; Haywood, 1982) 
